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First records of the southeastern mountain stink bug Risibia christophi (Jakovlev, 1886)

(Hemiptera: Heteroptera: Pentatomidae) for the Golan Heights and Mount Lebanon
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Abstract. The first records of Risibia christophi (Jakovlev, 1886) (Hemiptera: Heteroptera: Pentatomidae) from the Golan Heights
and Mount Lebanon are reported. The species is photographed alive in its natural environment for the first time. The distribution

mabp of the species is included.
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Introduction

Species of the genus Risibia Horvath, 1888 are found
in high mountains, generally at altitudes above 1,600 m,
in Siberia, Middle Asia, Transcaucasia and Asia Minor
(Ribes & Pagola-Carte 2013). The genus Risibia
comprises four species: R. christophi (Jakovlev, 1886),
R. obscura (Jakovlev, 1880), R. verbasci Lodos & Onder,
1980, and R. xanthochila Horvath, 1888 (Horvath 1888;
Rider 2006).

These four species all share the same characteristic
habitus, making them easy to distinguish from other
Pentatomidae species: an oval body of uniform brownish
colouration (including legs and antennae) with promi-
nent dark punctation, of medium size (9-12 mm) with
a narrow ivory-yellow border on the anterior lateral
edges of the pronotum (which are straight), as well as
on the edges of the corium and connexivum, and
a U-shaped spot bordering the apex of the scutellum
(Fig. 1).

Risibia xanthochila is found eastwards from the
mountains of Iran to Siberia. A photograph of this

species is available on the following website (accessed
01.06.2025):  https://www.ndsu.edu/faculty/rider/

Pentatomoidea/Genus Carpocorini/Risibia.htm.

Risibia obscura is known only from Iran, while
R. verbasci is known from only one locality in Tiirkiye
(Konya: Doganhisar-Destigin) (Lodos & Onder 1980).

Risibia christophi (Fig. 1) is known from Tirkiye:
Kulp, Akbez; from Armenia: Hrazdan, Yerevan; from
Azerbaijan (Nakhichevan): Ordubad, Unus; and from
Iran: Karaj (Tehran), Gharahghach (Semirom), Tabriz
(Hoberlandt 1997, Rider 2006, Ribes & Pagola-Carte
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2013). It has also been observed in Cyprus: Troodos
(Artemis trail), at latitude 34.9285, longitude 32.8716,
1,823 m, on 24.06.2006, a female on Cupressus sp.,
Armand Matocq leg., det. Armand Matocq. The photo of
this specimen is included in Plate VIh of the book by
Ribes & Pagola-Carte (2013), but the authors failed to
mention the presence of this species in Cyprus in their
monograph (pp. 285-286). It was reported from Syria,
but it is Akbez, formerly known as Akbes, which was
located in Syria and is now found in Tirkiye (Fig. 3).

.

Fig. 1. Risibia christophi (Jakovlev, 1886) specimen observed
on the ground alive on 20.05.2025 on the massif of Mount
Hermon (Golan Heights) (photo: Omer Netanel).
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Risibia christophi is stockier and larger than R. ver-
basci, has deeper punctation, and the yellow border on
the anterolateral borders of the pronotum is very thin
and not outlined by a narrow black line (Ribes & Pagola-
Carte 2013).

Material examined

Golan Heights: Mount Hermon massif, latitude:
33.3023, longitude: 35.7898, 2,060 m, 20.05.2025,
1 specimen found crawling on the ground (Fig. 1),
photo  Omer Netanel, det. Roland Lupoli.
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations /284825344
(accessed 01.06.2025). This is the first photograph of
this species alive and in its native environment.

Mount Lebanon: Mount Sannine, Matn, latitude:
33.9620, longitude: 35.8350, 2,090 m, 01.07.2025,
1 specimen found on the ground in a small hole (Fig. 2),
photo Ramy Maalouf, det. Ori Fragman-Sapir.
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/294530387

(accessed 02.07.2025).
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Fig. 2. Risibia christophi (Jakovlev, 1886) specimen observed on
the ground alive on 01.07.2025 on the massif of Mount Lebanon
(Lebanon) (photo: Ramy Maalouf).
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Fig. 3. Map of the Middle East. The red dots represent the locations where Risibia christophi (Jakovlev, 1886) has been observed, and
the black dots represent the capitals of the respective countries. ©2019 http://www.comersis.com/ (map cropped and modified).

Discussion

Risibia christophi is a mountain species found between
1,600 and 2,400 m above sea level. Its distribution is
restricted to specific mountain ranges in the Near East,
between 30° and 40° north latitude and 32° and 52°
east longitude.
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This rare species was previously known from the
eastern edge of the Taurus Mountains in Tiirkiye, in the
Armenian Highlands, and extended into Iran via the Zagros
Mountains and the Elborz Mountains. Here, we report
for the first time its presence in the Levant in the Golan
Heights in the Anti-Lebanon Mountains and on Mount
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Lebanon. We also confirm its presence in Cyprus in the
Troodos Mountains (Fig. 3).

This fragmented distribution in the mountains can
be explained by phases of late Pleistocene glaciation
and warming, which would have allowed a series of
continuities and separations between these populations
now isolated from each other by desert zones or the sea
(Sarikaya & Ciner 2017).
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